
Photonics  
innovation  
has never  

been easier.

“Innovate or Die”
         - Every Smart CEO

We offer an alternative to short-
term horizon focused and 

incremental development efforts.

Our collaborative approach both 
complements and enhances your 
overall development efficiency.

OPI provides a much larger 
number of  potential technology 

and product ideas to choose from, 
developed in an accelerated time 
frame, in an affordable and cost 

effective framework. 
 

We can work either independently 
or as part of  your R&D 

organization to rapidly and 
efficiently expand your photonics-
based products. Often with greater 
focus, speed and depth than your 

internal R&D programs can 
accomplish alone.

Open innovation is a paradigm 
that assumes that firms can and 
should explore and use external 

ideas as they look to advance  
their technology base.  

We facilitate our client’s desire 
to look for these new ideas by 
providing them with access to 
wider network of  talent and 

technology from outside their 
organizational boundaries.

OPI leverages the billions of  
funding invested in photonics 

R&D around the world to 
harvest an exceptional variety of  
quality product and technology 

development opportunities.  

We then help our clients 
commercialize them.
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Open Photonics Inc. (OPI) facilitates unprecedented collaboration between companies with channels to market and researchers/inventors 
having new ideas they want to see commercialized. We enable early-stage research and innovation for our global clientele seeking photonic-
based solutions as part of  their strategy and product roadmap. We focus exclusively on the commercialization of photonics technology.

OPI’s unique open-innovation and crowd-sourcing approach to R&D is extremely cost effective and accelerates time to market by linking our 
client’s infrastructure and market channels with the best minds and partners in the photonics industry.  

Accelerating Photonics Innovation

Photonic Horizons™

The Photonic Horizons™ grant program is a 
completely new crowd-sourcing and open 
innovation R&D funding initiative. The 
program serves as the framework to  bring in 
ideas and facilitate innovation.

The program consists of  two-stages:
Phase I  $10k   Proof  of  Concept
Phase II $100k  Functional Prototype 

The entire program’s timing, intellectual 
property framework and unique “dual-view” 
technical and business peer-review process 
are all specifically designed to facilitate 
collaboration and successful technology 
transfer to our clients.

Corporate Engagement
We offer tiered participation levels depending 
on the budget of  our clientele.

Tier 1 membership is $275k and includes 
market vertical exclusivity, access to our 
advisory boards and funding for five Phase I 
and one Phase II projects.

Tier 2 membership is $65k and includes 
funding for three Phase I projects.

Intellectual Property
In order to cast as wide a net as possible 
for new ideas, the IP initially remains with 
the proposing researcher as part of  the “no 
strings attached” Phase I grant.

Phase I proposals cannot be submitted under 
an NDA.

OPI has developed several framework models 
to use during the Phase II proposal process.  

Our unique competitive bidding process 
puts the impetus on the researcher’s 
institution to offer compelling IP deals  
and terms to motivate Phase II funding.


